
Ground is broken in rural Prince George’s County, Maryland 
for a green town to be built by the federal government as 
part of the New Deal.  Library of Congress

October 12, 1935

January 1936

The project is officially given the name 
Greenbelt and is one of only three green 
towns to be built. The other two are 
Greenhills, Ohio and Greendale, Wisconsin.  
Library of Congress 

Summer 1936

Construction is well underway. Both skilled and unskilled, African 
American and white workers were hired to build Greenbelt, but 
because both the county and the state were segregated, only 
white families would move into Greenbelt when it opened.  
Greenbelt Museum  

President Roosevelt tours the construction 
site. He is accompanied by the head of the 
Resettlement Administration, Rexford Guy 
Tugwell. Tugwell convinced the president to 
build the green towns.  Library of Congress
 

November 1936

1930s

Julian and Hazel Ashley and their 
three children, Lynn, Dorma, and 
Edward were the first family to move 
into Greenbelt. “The electricity was 
turned on the next day, so we used 
candles that night.”  Greenbelt Museum, 
Hazel Mae Ashley, Greenbelt Pioneer

 

September 30, 1937

Eleanor Roosevelt visits Greenbelt, one of several 
visits. She was accompanied by Will Alexander 
(right) and Town Manager, Roy Braden (left). 
Mrs. Roosevelt was instrumental in making sure 
Greenbelt’s recreational spaces were completed 
when budget concerns threatened the project.
Greenbelt Museum

November 1937  

July 4, 1938

Greenbelt’s pool opens. Admission for adults is $.35, 
for children under 16, admission is $.20. Residents 
also enjoyed a handball court, tennis courts, horse 
shoe pits, playgrounds, and baseball diamonds.
Library of Congress 

Greenbelt celebrates its first Fourth of July at 
Greenbelt Lake. “Without question, the Fourth of 
July was the most glorious celebration in our town. 
People would come from all around to watch or 
march in the parade, or to participate in sporting 
contests, to picnic and to get a bang out of 
watching the fireworks.”  Greenbelt Museum, 
Henry Trattler, Greenbelt Pioneer
 

The documentary film, 
The City, was screened 
for Greenbelters at the 
theater. 

November 7-8, 1939

Cooperator Editor, Donald Cooper,
writes short notice about race
prejudice in Greenbelt. Although 
Greenbelt was racially segregated, 
it was integrated in terms of reli-
gion. Greenbelt residents were to 
be 63% Protestant, 30% Catholic, 
and 7% Jewish.  

Memorial Day 1939 November 16, 1939


